Symphony No. 5 in D minor "Reformation" Opus 107 of Felix Mendels- 


sohn (Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Herbert van Karajan, conductor; 
WNYC-FM) 


Think about the form and content of Monet's Spring Trees by a Lake 
and about the actual and/or implied time period between the premiére 
fermeture du cercle esthétique and the deuxième fermeture du cercle 
esthétique for that work think about the form and content of Poussin's 
The Funeral of Phocion (1648, 46 3/4" X 70 1/2", Louvre) and about 
the actual and/or implied time period between the first and second 
closings for that work: how would the form and content of the former 
be different than they are if that work had been created more rapid- 
ly/more slowly than it was how would the form and content of the 
latter be different than they are if that work had been created more 
rapidly/more slowly than it was? Is there a direct relationship/ 

an indirect relationship between the amount of time that a work 

of art exists as a work-in-progress and the form and content of the 
completed work? What is Spring Trees by a Lake because of the actual 
and/or implied time period between the first and second closings for 
that work what would Spring Trees by a Lake not be were it to have 
been a work-in-progress for a shorter/for a longer period of time 
than it was? What is The Funeral of Phocion because of the actual 
and/or implied time period between the first and second closings 

for that work what would The Funeral of Phocion not be were it to 
have been a work-in-progress for a shorter/for a longer period of 
time than it was? How would the form and the content of Dryden's 
Absalom and Achitophel be different if that poem were to have been 

a work-in-progress for a shorter/for a longer period of time than 

it was? In what ways would the form and the content of Symphony 

No. Z "Leningrad" Opus 60 of Dmitri Shostakovich be other than 

they are if the actual and/or implied time period between the 
première fermeture du cercle esthétique and the deuxième fermeture 

du cercle esthétique for that work were to have been lengthened/ 
shortened? If The Compleat Angler, or The Contemplative Man's 
Recreation of Izaak Walton had remained a work-in-progress until 

say 1663 how might the form and the content of that treatise be 
different than what they are. Think about Youth and Cupid of Adolphe 
William Bouguereau (1877, 75 1/2" X 35", Louvre) and about Woman in 
a Garden of Claude Monet (c. 1875, 19 5/8" X 25 3/4", Walters Art 
Gallery, Baltimore): what would the former be/not be were it to have 
been painted by Monet what would the latter be/not be were it to have 


been painted by Bouguereau all other things of course being equal? 
(L'Aire: 8-9-76) 





